
Fall / Winter  2019-20 

Linked By Literacy 

Fun and laughter filled the room as Literacy Volunteers of 

Broome-Tioga (LVBTC) celebrated our fourth annual Family Fun 

& Literacy Awareness Day on October 19th. Over 325 children, 

parents, and community members explored the lives of animals 

with many fun literacy activities and with the help of some special 

guests – including some reptiles and furry friends.  
 

Kyla and Kiya (Read to Therapy Dogs), 

K9 Dog Derek (and Officer Kevin), 

reptiles and small animals from Animal 

Adventure (along with their handlers, 

Lucas and Erin), and Dr. Joshua 

Holowinski and Dr. Efren Gonzalez from 

the Johnson City Veterinary Hospital 

helped make the day exciting and 

educational. Along with our Farm 

Animals and Furry Friends theme, we 

also featured children’s book co-author, 

Jan Lewis Zelesnikar reading to the 

families from her Silly Nomads’ series, talented Linda King 

painting children’s faces, the Binghamton Lion’s Club providing 

free vision screenings, and John Ed Bon Fed doing his amazing 

caricature drawings.   
 

To see the excitement on the faces of 

so many children as they explored the 

various interactive activities was truly 

wonderful!  
 

The enthusiasm of the parents and 

children learning together was a 

testament to how powerful and fun 

learning can be for all ages! 
 

The day would not have been successful 

without the help from everyone that 

volunteered time and supported the event 

through donations and sponsorships. Event 

sponsors, including M&T Bank, AGVideo, 

Clearview Building & Remodeling, 

Coughlin & Gerhart, Hatala Orthodontics, 

Lalor Family Dental, and Matthews Auto, 

made it possible for LVBTC to host the 

event free of charge to all families who 

attended. 
 

Donoli’s Restaurant, Frito Lay, 

Kampai Japanese Steakhouse, 

Lupos, Something Sweet Gourmet, 

Maines Food & Party Warehouse, 

Tri-Ahwaga Community Players, 

Tri-Cities Opera, True Value 

Home Center and Weis donated 

gift certificates and prizes. 
 

We were also honored to have New York State Assemblywoman 

Donna Lupardo join us and enjoy several of 

the interactive activities. She continues to 

be a literacy champion and long-time 

supporter of Literacy Volunteers.  
 

All of us at LVBTC extend our sincere 

gratitude to the sponsors, donors, and 

volunteers that helped us provide a Family 

Fun Day for children and parents and 

helped increase Literacy Awareness 

throughout our community. 

Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day 2019 

 

 
 

 

 

Greetings! Another trip around the sun –  Thank you all for joining us in 2019! I hope this letter finds you and yours safe and happy. It 

has been a quite the year. As we look back, there is a feeling of great accomplishment and it has all been possible because of your 

support.   
 

We have had several events that have spotlighted the hard work of Kristen and her team. The Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day 

event was a smashing success! Our Barnes & Noble Bookfair is Friday, December 6th – 10:00 am to 10:00 pm.  Please stop by B&N and 

purchase some Holiday presents. A percentage of your purchases will be donated to LVBTC.  
 

As we continue to look to the future of Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties (LVBTC), we invite you to consider a position 

on our Board. It is a wonderful challenge with much reward. Please contact Kristen at 607-778-6406 for more information. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, Inc. 

A Message from Lisa Stuckey, Board President 

http://broometiogaliteracy.org/
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Building on Success! 
 

Literacy Volunteers will offer a seven-week mini-series: Signs in Our Community at the Broome County Public Library in November 

and December. Along with a presentation, small group instruction, and assessment, students will have the opportunity to explore 

the signs that they might encounter in their daily lives – like road and emergency signs, and signs that would help them navigate a 

supermarket or store. This mini-series is part of our Building on Success with Small Group instruction program funded by grants 

from the George A. and Margaret Mee Charitable Foundation (Binghamton) and the Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

(Goodlettsville, TN). 
The mini-course series includes four life skill topics: Budgeting and Shopping Skills, Community 

Signs, Food and Easy Prep Meals, and Advanced Budgeting Skills. The mini-courses 

accommodate up to six students and run for seven to eight weeks. 
 

In addition to the mini-courses, the Building on Success project focuses on improving and 

expanding our Math, Literacy, ESL Conversational English, and Reading Roundtable Labs at the 

Broome County Public Library. The goal is to help us serve more adult students. The Math, 

Literacy, and Conversational English Labs have been very busy with many new students!  
 

The project also supports training 15 new tutors that would be interested in working in the 

Literacy Labs or small group settings. Our expanded outreach efforts have generated over 35 

community members expressing an interest in becoming tutors. Of that number, 11 attended orientations, and 7 have completed 

the tutor training since July. LVBTC is training tutors in the traditional onsite model as well exploring online tutor trainings from 

ProLiteracy and Literacy New York. The project added new employment, citizenship, financial and family literacy resources to our 

library that will help our tutors and students. 
 

We are grateful to the George A. and Margaret Mee Charitable Foundation and the Dollar General Literacy Foundation for their 

support and for helping us build a more literate Broome and Tioga Counties!  

 

Support  

Literacy  

Volunteers  
AmazonSmile donates to Literacy 

Volunteers of Broome-Tioga County 

Inc when you do your holiday shopping 

at smile.amazon.com/ch/16-6182850 

Support the Literacy Volunteers 

Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands 

fundraiser. Visit  

https://tinyurl.com/lvbtcar to purchase 

car wash tickets. 

Literacy Programs in Tioga County 
Tioga County literacy programs have grown 

in the last year with the launch of a new 

endeavor, the Tioga Education Lab (TEL). 

Staffed by tutors and managed by a staff 

coordinator, Marie Sorensen, TEL meets 

each Wednesday 12:00—1:30 pm at the 

Tioga County Health & Human Service 

Building, Rte. 38 in Owego. The lab is open 

to adult literacy learners who seek to increase their math, 

reading and English language skills. The Lab also includes a focus 

on employment and job-related skills.  
 

Tutors are available to help with literacy instruction, resume 

preparation, online job applications, high school equivalency test, 

military entrance exam or assist adults with filling out any other 

forms that might be difficult to understand.  The TEL program 

has it all! 
 

Attendance in the new TEL program has been consistent since 

opening in April, with over 25 adults being served – easily 

surpassing the original goal of 10 students. Some students attend 

a lab once or twice, but many attend the labs numerous times.  
 

One recent success story is a student needing help studying for 

the ASVAB military entrance test. After studying with a tutor at 

TEL the student not only passed the exam, but earned a score 

high enough to qualify for bonuses upon entry into the military.  
 

The TEL program would not have been possible without the 

financial support from the Tioga Department of Social Services. 

LVBTC tutors and staff, along with strong support from Tioga 

County Career Center and Tioga Department of Social Services 

staff, have partnered together to make the TEL program a great 

success!  
 

This program and collaboration, developed from the Tioga Adult 

Learning Lab (TALL) instruction program, has proven to be very 

rewarding. TALL operates computer classes at Owego Middle 

School, along with vocational employment open labs at Tioga 

Career Center. Last year TALL served nearly 300 adult students. 

With the addition of the Tioga Education Lab (TEL) program, we 

expect to exceed that number for 2019. 
 

For more information about any of the services 

provided by the TEL and TALL programs, please 

contact the LVBTC office at (607) 778-6406. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=YHPN87VVYJ79&K=3582N9O49VC3J&M=urn:rtn:msg:20181107150046652fda06cf3c4216a7bde6e69080p0na&R=2HS3ZU2TJ3GBE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F16-6182850&H=OUQITTYBLW6XKN7A0UDSXMAGXQAA
https://tinyurl.com/lvbtcar
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Like us on Facebook or visit www.broometiogaliteracy.org for more event photos and program information. 

Klee Foundation Project Supporting Expanded ESL Services in Broome County 
 
Thanks to a three-year grant from the Conrad and Virginia Klee Foundation, Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties (LVBTC) 

partnered with Binghamton Adult Education to serve low-level ESL learners in American Civic Association (ACA) classrooms. Over 

the past year, LVBTC’s “Partnership to Enhance and Expand English as a Second Language (ESL) Services in Broome County” tutors 

have supported adult students in four ACA programs: Learning Partners One-on-One, TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) 

Class, Conversation Class, and Open Labs for Math and ESL.  
 

With over 50 years of providing adult literacy and English as a Second Language (ESL) programming in our community, LVBTC knows 

that learning English is often a formidable, long-term task. For low-level ESL students, tutoring from volunteer-based ESL programs is 

often the best opportunity for individualized instruction that meets their level of proficiency.  
 

Our tutors in the classroom strategy strengthens Binghamton Adult Education’s classroom instruction for the lowest level ESL 

learners. LVBTC tutors are helping these learners improve their English language proficiency faster and achieve positive outcomes 

related to employability, citizenship, civic participation, and financial stability for their families.  
 

As a Conrad and Virginia Klee Foundation grantee, LVBTC was invited to be part their Board of Director’s 10th Annual Grantee 

reception at the Binghamton Club on November 6th. It was incredibly rewarding to share program information and updates about 

Literacy Volunteers’ services with Klee Board members and staff, as well as other community members and partners. Making new 

connections offered us some exciting long-term potential collaborations that could benefit Literacy Volunteers and improve adult 

education services in our community.  
 

 

Tutor and Other Volunteer Opportunities 
 
LVBTC’s new program with Binghamton Adult Education (at the America Civic Association) and our Building on Success project are 

keeping our staff and instructors very busy. However, we do not have enough tutors to help all of the low-level literacy learners in 

our programs. If you are interested in volunteering, our most pressing needs include (1) English as a Second Language/ESL one-on-one 

tutoring (2) Learning Partners (mornings) at the American Civic Association/ACA, and (3) Tutor (evenings) at the ACA.  
 

In addition to one-on-one tutors for our Adult Basic Education/ABE and ESL programs in Broome County, we are also looking for 

volunteer tutors for:  
 
 • Math Skills, English Skills, and ESL Conversation Group Literacy Labs at the Broome County Public Library (Monday and 

Thursday mornings).  
 

 • BOCES classrooms at the Johnson City Learning Center and at Workforce. LVBTC tutors work individually with students 

who need additional help. 
 

 • Family Enrichment Center/FEN in Johnson City: ESL Beginner Class  

  (Tuesday and Wednesday mornings).  
 

 • Lee Barta Learning Lab: Learning Partners (Wednesday mornings).  
 

Tioga County tutor opportunities include: 
 

 • Tioga Education Lab at the Health & Human Services Building (Wednesday 

  afternoons). 
 

 • ABE and ESL one-on-one tutoring (public locations). 
 

If you are interested in event planning or helping with events, coordinating our Tutor Resource Library, conducting TABE and/or Best 

Plus student assessments, or helping in the office, we would be grateful for your volunteer time and commitment. 
 

Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties celebrates 52 years of service to our community in 2019.  Our success would not be 

possible without your support. It takes a community to help adult learners achieve their education, employment, and family goals and 

we thank you for being part of our community! 
 

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Marie at (607) 778-6406 or Marielvbtc@gmail.com.  



 
Get a jump start on our annual campaign!  Support efforts to help 

those who seek our services become more literate by making a tax 

deductible donation. Simply fill this out and mail it with your 

donation to our office today! 
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Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, Inc. 
185 Court Street,  Binghamton, New York 13901 

  

Enclosed is my tax deductible donation of: 
  

Other___________    $200______  $150______   $100______  $75______   $50_______  

    

 Make checks payable to:    Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Co., Inc.  

(If you or your spouse qualify for a corporate matching gift, please enclose a form.) 

  

Name________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ___________________________________________State_________ Zip_____________ 

 

  check here if you would like your donation to remain anonymous 

DONATE 

 

   NOW 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS  
OF BROOME-TIOGA  

COUNTIES, INC. 
 

185 Court Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901 

Literacy Lights The Way 

http://broometiogaliteracy.org/

