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Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, Inc.

Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day 2018
Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties’ (LVBTC) third
annual Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day event on September
29th helped us raise awareness of the literacy needs in our
community and showcase Literacy Volunteers’ vital services to
adults and their families. This year we had a record number of
participants with over 300 children, parents, and community
members attending the event.
Family Fun & Literacy
Awareness Day 2018
featured special guest Jan
Lewis Zelesnikar, author
of the Silly Nomads
Series. Jan presented a
new exciting adventure
with Jooba, a Jamaican
monkey, in "Jooba Goes
to the Market.” The Pet
Literacy theme explored
the lives of pets and animals in our lives. The ZooMobile, Meet
the Vet (Dr. Josh and Dr. Efren from Johnson City Veterinary
Hospital), Read to Therapy Dogs and K-9 Officer Chavez &
Police Dog K-9 Dona visited during the day! Other event
activities included free literacy and math-related games for
children and adults, prizes, raffles, King Creations face painting,

John Ed Bon Fed Caricatures, free vision screenings from
Binghamton Lions Club, and much more!
September is Literacy Month – highlighted
by International Literacy Day on
September 8th and National Adult
Education and Literacy Awareness Week
(AEFL), September 23-29. LVBTC is
pleased to have our Family Fun and
Literacy Awareness Day event help
celebrate “the importance of literacy for
children and adults” and help raise “public
awareness about the need for and value of
adult education and family literacy.”
Special thanks to all of our volunteers, donors, and sponsors that
supported this special event: AGVideo, Binghamton Financial
Group, Binghamton Lions Club, Clearview Building &
Remodeling, Hatala Orthodontics, Johnson City Veterinary
Hospital, Lalor Family Dental, and Levene Gouldin & Thompson.
We truly appreciate your generosity!
We would also like to thank NYS Senator Fred Akshar and NYS
Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo stopped by to join our
celebration. Thank you for your support!

Ruth Colvin: Decades of Service to Adult Education
“I do count my blessings and keep moving forward.”
Ruth Colvin, founder of Literacy Volunteers of America in 1962, celebrates her 102nd birthday in
December! For many students, tutors, board and staff involved in adult literacy, she has been an
inspiration. Her training materials, including, I Speak English, Tutor, and many more, have helped our
organization train thousands of tutors since our beginning over 50 years ago. For Ruth, helping
literacy learners is always a top priority.
“Our students are very important to us,” she says. “They have reached out and asked for help. This
is often a last chance for them.”
If you think that nearing 102 would slow her down, you don’t know Ruth. In a recent email to us she
said she “had a good summer: golfed 3 times a week (only 9 holes now and with a higher handicap).”
Went to the “gym twice a week, working on 20 different machines and 20 reps on each.” She
continues her work as a lifetime board member of both ProLiteracy and Literacy CNY, is active in
her church, two book clubs, and tutors an ESL student. She has a new book about her worldwide
travels due out next year. “It’s all about keeping your mind, and your body, active,” she says.
Ruth Johnson Colvin was named to the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1993 and awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by
President George W. Bush in 2006. In May, 2018, she received her tenth honorary doctorate at LeMoyne College, where she was the
Commencement speaker.
Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties is honored to have Ruth as a friend and colleague. Like her, we hope all of us can
remain lifelong learners.
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A message from the

Executive Director
Literacy Volunteers has been especially busy over the past few
months helping our literacy learners achieve their personal
goals. Over 75 volunteer tutors and our staff are mobilized
throughout the community helping improve the reading, math,
computer, and English skills of hundreds of adults. We
are developing new programs, building new community
partnerships, and hosting events that are helping raise awareness
as well as raise needed support for LVBTC. Special events like
the Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day offers us a wonderful
opportunity to meet many new people and share the Literacy
Volunteers story - how we help transform lives and strengthen
our community.
At the many meetings and events we attend across Broome and
Tioga Counties, we hear from people who tell us they could
benefit from our services or know someone else who could.
Others tell us that they know someone who is or used to be a
tutor. While others are unaware of our organization. When
someone asks what we do – the conversation becomes an
opportunity for our agency, a chance to spread the word to
others about the hope, commitment and partnership our tutors
offer to the students we serve. Thanks to our dedicated tutors,
our adult students have the opportunity to see that ‘Literacy is

the Key’ to gaining and improving employment, to helping their
children succeed in school, and helping their families become
more economically stable.
All of us: students, tutors, board, staff, and community members
can be ambassadors for Literacy Volunteers and help spread the
word about our mission. Our primary goal is to ensure that we
serve all those in need. In order to do that, we need more
tutors, office volunteers, and supporters.
We have more events on our calendar for 2018 and many more
planned in 2019. We invite you to join us at Barnes & Noble in
Vestal on December 7th and Open Mic Night at Carol's Coffee
& Art Bar in Owego on December 13th from 6:00 - 8:30 pm. If
you or someone you know needs literacy help, if you would like
to learn about becoming a tutor, or you want more information
about Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, please call
us at 607-778-6406 or stop in to see us at the Broome County
Public Library. Thank you for your support!
We wish you a joyous and happy holiday!
Kristen Gordon-Pier
Executive Director

Support Literacy Volunteers Fundraisers!
Barnes & Noble Book fair - Vestal
Friday, December 7, 2018
10 am – 10 pm
10 am – 9 pm: Children’s Crafts &
Free gift wrapping for all your Barnes & Noble gifts
11am – 3 pm: Jooba Goes to the Market
co-author J.L. Lewis - Story time & book signing

Local authors at Barnes & Noble Fundraiser—August 2018
Photo (left to right): Jan Lewis Zelesnikar and Joshua Palmatier

3 pm – 7 pm: Reaping the Aurora by
Joshua Palmatier - Book signing
Enter Bookfair ID 12464954 online at checkout visit
BN.COM from December 7 – 12, 2018.

Schwan's Fundraiser
November 12 - March 27, 2019
Campaign ID: 43730
Shop by phone: 1-855-870-7208 or
online: https://tinyurl.com/litsch

AmazonSmile donates to Literacy
Volunteers of Broome-Tioga County
Inc when you do your holiday shopping
at smile.amazon.com/ch/16-6182850

Support the Literacy Volunteers
Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands
fundraiser. Visit
https://tinyurl.com/lvbtcar to purchase
car wash tickets.
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Student and Tutor Recognition Ceremony 2018

“I am working on Math and English. I enjoy working with
Literacy Volunteers and I have learned a lot. I’d like to be
a nurses aide.” - Current Student, Yvonne F.

“I like to learn reading and
math in the lab. My goal is
to improve my reading
comprehension and
vocabulary.” - Current
Student, Will F.
Current Student

“I like working with my
tutor, Allen. We are
working on improving my
writing and speaking. My
goal is to become fluent in
English.” - Current
Student

Student working with her
tutor, Allen Moring

Annually, Literacy Volunteers Board and staff have the honor to
recognize our Basic Literacy and English as a Second language learners’
accomplishments and the remarkable dedication of our tutors. This
year’s “Student & Tutor Recognition” ceremony and dinner buffet,
June 14, 2018, at the Broome County Public Library celebrated our
students’ accomplishments and the major steps they have taken
toward achieving their education, employment, and personal goals.

Like us on Facebook or visit www.broometiogaliteracy.org for more event photos and program information.

T.A.L.L. Provides Computer Skills Help in Tioga County
The Tioga Adult Learning Lab (T.A.L.L.) provides free classes and open lab sessions to help adults learn how to use the internet,
acquire keyboarding skills, conduct job searches, format a resume, and more. T.A.L.L. started in 1992 in collaboration with the Tioga
County Department of Social Services. In 2018, T.A.L.L has served nearly 300 individuals at its Owego Middle School lab and at the
Owego Career Center.

The program offers a year-round schedule of instruction:




Basics of Microsoft Office applications
How to use Social Media
Internet use & email tutorials




Resume and cover letter workshops
Assistance with online job applications

Literacy Volunteers Seeks New Tutors as it Expands Services in Tioga County
Thanks to a $4,865 grant from The Community Foundation for South Central New York, LVBTC is strengthening our Tioga County
program. In order to meet the adult literacy need in Tioga County, we are seeking new tutors. By becoming a tutor, you can help
adults increase their basic skills so they can enter the workforce, move to a higher paying job, earn a high school equivalency diploma,
transition to post-secondary education, or prepare for the U.S. citizenship test. Literacy tutoring is a rewarding experience!
If you are interested in learning about becoming a Literacy Volunteer tutor or
student please call our office at 607-778-6406 for more information.
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Kristen Gordon-Pier
Executive Director

Ann Marie Carmon
Adult Education Program Manager

Marie Sorenson
ESL Program Coordinator

Georgianna Horvath
Computer Literacy Program Manager

Karen Hills
TALL Program Assistant

Chip Carlin
Development Coordinator

Tamika Gordon
Office Assistant

Literacy Lights The Way

Literacy Volunteers
Board of Directors
Lisa Stuckey
President

Linda Lisman
Vice-President

DONATE
NOW

Get a jump start on our annual campaign! Support efforts to help
those who seek our services become more literate by making a tax
deductible donation. Simply fill this out and mail it with your
donation to our office today!

Mary Hawley
Treasurer

Margaret Goodfellow
Recording Secretary

Mary-Ann Galati-Grate
Naomi Rupright
Sally Miller
Carol Young

Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, Inc.
185 Court Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

Enclosed is my tax deductible donation of:
Other___________

$200______ $150______ $100______ $75______ $50_______

Make checks payable to: Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Co., Inc.
(If you or your spouse qualify for a corporate matching gift, please enclose a form.)
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
Member Agency of
United Way of Broome County
Tioga United Way, Inc.

City ___________________________________________State_________ Zip_____________

 check here if you would like your donation to remain anonymous

