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Thank you for your
generous support of
Literacy Volunteers of
Broome-Tioga Counties!

Since 1967, Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga
Counties (LVBTC) has helped adults in our
community build brighter futures for themselves and
their families. Over these past 50 years, thousands
of trained volunteer tutors have worked with adult
learners to improve their literacy, math,
employment, and basic skills. To celebrate this
milestone, LVBTC hosted a 50th Anniversary
luncheon and program at the American Legion Post
89 in Vestal, NY on October 21.
Remarks by Deb Finch, Vice President of the
LVBTC Board; Kristen Gordon-Pier, Executive
Director; and Janice Miller, ESL Program
Coordinator highlighted the history, achievements
and future plans of Literacy Volunteers. These
reflections on the agency set the platform for the
keynote speaker.
Craig Boykin, motivational speaker and author of My
Life, Your Inspiration An
in s p ir a t i on a l
journey from GED to
Ph.D., shared his
remarkable story of
overcoming poverty
and abuse through
determination, personal accountability, and
education. His message “Change is possible”
highlighted his life experiences and an education
pathway from a GED high school equivalency
diploma to 2 master’s degrees and a nearly
completed Ph.D. For Craig, education and literacy
helped light the way to a better future!

While Craig now enjoys a high level of professional
success, he has a unique ability and personal mission
“to provide hope to individuals who feel their
current situation is hopeless.” For the tutors,
community members, board, and staff at the 50th
Anniversary Gala, Craig’s message echoed similar
life challenges experienced by LVBTC adult literacy
learners.
Along with keynoting Literacy Volunteer’s 50th Gala
Event on Saturday, Craig spoke to over 350
Broome-Tioga BOCES students, teachers, and
administrators on Friday, October 20th. LVBTC was
pleased to share our 50th Anniversary Celebration
with BT BOCES. Our half century of service
includes valuable community partnerships that have
enabled adults to gain basic literacy skills and
transition to high school equivalency classes and
career training at BOCES.
After hearing Craig speak, a BOCES student said: “It
was inspiring to see what someone could
accomplish.” I think all of us who heard Craig talk
would agree that his message is one of creating
lasting change.
“His story,” another BOCES student said, “made me
reconsider dropping out of school.” Craig’s ability
to touch and inspire his audience made him the
perfect example of how the power of education can
change lives and strengthen communities. Literacy
Volunteers of Broome-Tioga is proud to have been
helping to build a stronger, more literate community
for 50 years!

Like us on Facebook or visit www.broometiogaliteracy.org for more event photos and program information.
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A message from the

Executive Director
I am honored to be the Executive Director of Literacy
Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties during this special time in
the agency’s history. I became involved with this organization
over four years ago, first as a board member, then as the
administrative manager, and for the past two years as executive
director. When I began, I had no idea the number of people in
our community that needed literacy help. I was also unaware of
the amazing commitment our agency has to serve this need. It
takes a great deal of time, dedication and patience to help others
achieve their individual educational goals. The volunteers who
commit their time and dedication to tutoring the adult learners
in our program help change lives and strengthen our community.
LVBTC serves approximately 100 basic literacy and ESL learners
each year and over 300 computer literacy students. Many of our
students left high school before getting their diplomas. Some left
to help support their families, while others had learning
disabilities and a traditional classroom setting did not work for
them. Some had such difficult circumstances growing up, that
education and staying in school was not a priority in their homes.
Our English as a second language students come to us for help
learning the English language or to prepare for the United States
citizenship test. We also have a large number of adult students
who come to us for help with their resumes and computer skills
– a critical requirement in this ever changing technical world.

Each person’s needs vary as do their education levels. There is
no one size fits all. This is where our agency is different.
LVBTC’s army of volunteers provide individualized instruction to
these students to help them achieve their personal goals.
The key to our success is that is takes a community of people to
help adult learners, and we are that community. We help them
obtain the skills and build the networks they need to get their
high school equivalency diplomas, to get better jobs, and to help
their families. Literacy Volunteers’ success would not be
possible without the many volunteer tutors, individual donors,
businesses and foundations, board members, and staff that have
supported Literacy Volunteers over the past 50 years!
My sincere thanks to all of you who have supported Literacy
Volunteers during its 50 years of helping adults and families in
Broome and Tioga Counties. I hope you will continue to support
our mission as we light the way to a brighter future for the
learners in our community.
Best wishes for a joyous holiday season,
Kristen Gordon-Pier
Executive Director

Special thanks to our corporate, individual and grant funders
Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties has greatly increased corporate and major grant funding over the past two
years. The following contributors along with all of our individual donors are making a difference in our community!

Major Grants & Funding Support
The Ahearn Foundation
Binghamton Rotary Charities
Fund
Broome-Tioga BOCES
Judith & Edwin Cohen
Foundation
The Community Foundation for
South Central New York
The Stewart W. and Willma C.
Hoyt Foundation, Inc.
Dollar General Literacy
Foundation

Family Enrichment Network
George A. and Margaret Mee
Charitable Foundation
New York Council of Nonprofits
Nora Roberts Foundation
ProLiteracy National Book Fund
Tioga County Department of
Social Services
United Way of Broome County
United Way of Tioga County

STUDENT CORNER
“I like coming to class,
because I’m learning so
much. I am reading
better, writing and doing
math. I am so encouraged
about learning.” - Current
Student
Student working with his
tutor, Al Moring

Special Events Corporate Sponsorships
AG Video
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Binghamton Financial Group
Clearview Building & Remodeling
Columbian Financial Group
Delta
Frito Lay
Hatala Orthodontics
Lalor Family Dental

Levene Gouldin & Thompson
F.S. Lopke Contracting, Inc.
Northeastern Corporation
Salvatore R. Peretore
Schwan’s Cares
Uptown Limo
Visions Federal Credit Union
Wegmans
Williams

Students working with tutors in
the English Lab

“I have been coming to
volunteers for several
years. They are helping my
English, reading, writing
and speaking. Now I am
very comfortable to use
my English.’ - Current
Student, Hyuncha Fischer
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Student and Tutor Recognition Ceremony 2017

We recognized Marc’s recent accomplishment of becoming a United States Citizen and he
presented us with a beautiful painting he made of the American Flag
Photo (left to right): Ann Marie Carmon, Adult Education Manger; Janice Miller, ESL
Program Coordinator; Karen Hills, Computer Program Assistant; Marc Elie, Student &
new US Citizen; Kristen Gordon-Pier, Executive Director; Georgianna Horvath,
Computer Literacy Program Manager; Jean Fornillo, Former Office Assistant & Current
Volunteer

Our annual Student & Tutor Recognition
Celebration was held on Saturday, June 22, 2017
at the Broome County Public Library. Every
year we celebrate our Adult Basic Education
(ABE) and English as a Second Language (ESL)
students’ accomplishments and the many steps
they have taken toward achieving their
educational goals. This event included a
recognition ceremony with certificates, gifts, a
lunch buffet and door prizes. Students, tutors,
volunteers, board members, staff and guests
gathered to celebrate the past year’s successful
programs and events. All of us at Literacy
Volunteers would like to extend a special thanks
to our event sponsors: Visions Federal Credit
Union, Wegmans, and Columbian Financial
Group along with the many businesses that
donated gifts and certificates to support our
event. It is very rewarding to make a difference
in the lives of others and donors like you make
this possible!

Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day 2017

Author Jan Lewis Zelesnikar with young
reader and her mom

In recognition of International Literacy Day on September 8th, and National Adult
Education and Family Literacy Week September 24 through 30th, Literacy Volunteers
sponsored “Family Fun & Literacy Awareness Day”. This family centered educational
event raises awareness of the literacy needs in our community. This successful event
was held on Saturday, September 23 at the Broome County Public Library. Over 200
adults and children took part in dozens of literacy and math inspired games and
activities for children and adults. Special guests included, Jan Lewis Zelesnikar, coauthor of the Silly Nomads book series, Bon Fed Caricatures, and face painter Linda
King. In addition to generous support from our event sponsors Williams, Levene
Gouldin & Thompson, Hatala Orthodontics, Northeastern Corporation, Lalor Family
Dental, Binghamton Financial Group, Clearview Building & Remodeling, and AGVideo,
we would like to thank all of our volunteers for their help and the Broome County
Public Library for providing space for the event. Binghamton City Council President
Joseph Mihalko presented a proclamation from the Council supporting Literacy
Volunteers’ work in the community. A similar proclamation was provided by the Tioga
County Legislature Chair, Martha Sauerbrey.

Free and exciting literacy and math
related activities demonstrated the
idea that learning is lifelong and fun
for all ages!

Services for the
Community
FREE Tutoring for Adult Learners
Math and Reading skills
English as a Second Language
Tioga Adult Learning Lab
FREE Computer Classes

Binghamton City Council President,
Joseph Mihalko with Executive Director,
Kristen Gordon-Pier

In Broome and Tioga Counties, Literacy
Volunteers works to help adults, and
ultimately families, improve their lives.

Children participating in literacy activities

Become a Volunteer
Visit www.broometiogaliteracy.org
or call (607) 778-6406
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Literacy Volunteers
Staff

Kristen Gordon-Pier
Executive Director

Ann Marie Carmon
Adult Education Program Manager

Janice Miller
ESL Program Coordinator

Georgianna Horvath
Computer Literacy Program Manager

Karen Hills
TALL Program Assistant

Chip Carlin
Development Coordinator

Tamika Gordon
Office Assistant

Literacy Lights The Way

Literacy Volunteers
Board of Directors
Lisa Stuckey
President

Deb Finch

DONATE
NOW

Get a jump start on our annual campaign! Support efforts to help
those who seek our services become more literate by making a tax
deductible donation. Simply fill this out and mail it with your
donation to our office today!

Vice-President

Mary Hawley
Treasurer

Margaret Goodfellow
Recording Secretary

Mary-Ann Galati-Grate
Linda Lisman
Naomi Rupright
Donna Schwartz

Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Counties, Inc.
185 Court Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

Enclosed is my tax deductible donation of:
Other___________

$200______ $150______ $100______ $75______ $50_______

Make checks payable to: Literacy Volunteers of Broome-Tioga Co., Inc.
(If you or your spouse qualify for a corporate matching gift, please enclose a form.)
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
Member Agency of
United Way of Broome County
Tioga United Way, Inc.

City ___________________________________________State_________ Zip_____________

 check here if you would like your donation to remain anonymous

